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WRITING  Grade 5

DAY 1      DAY 1      DAY 1
PREWRITING AND DRAFTING

TOPIC:

Loss

DIRECTIONS:

Talk about these questions with your group, making sure everyone gets to speak.

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

• What kinds of things can you lose?  What loss have you experienced?

• Do you remember the thoughts you had when you experienced that loss?  What were they?

• Did someone help you?  How?

• When was it helpful to lose something?

• When were you sorry to lose something?
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DAY 1      DAY 1      DAY 1

WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Losing something or someone can change you.  You may have lost your lunch money, a pet, a friend
who had to move, or your belief in monsters.  Write about a loss.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

show how losing something can turn out okay in the end
OR

write about a time when something funny happened because you lost something
OR

describe how you lost your way one day
OR

write about losing something that didn’t belong to you
OR

feel free to write about the topic in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination. Your
writing will be read by interested adults.

(You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing,
listing, etc.  When you are ready, you may begin your draft.)



Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade 5

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

4 Central ideas may be clearly developed through details and examples.  The writing may have a
natural flow and a clear sense of wholeness (beginning, middle, end); the organization helps
move the reader through the text.  A clear and engaging voice is likely to be demonstrated
through precise word choice and varied sentence structure.  Skillful use of writing conventions
contributes to the writing’s effect.

3 A recognizable central idea is evident and adequately developed.  The writing has a sense of
wholeness (beginning, middle, end) although it may lack details or have extraneous details
which interfere with unity.  Appropriate word choice and variable sentence structure contribute
to the writing’s effectiveness.  There may be surface feature errors, but they don’t interfere with
understanding.

2 The writing shows a recognizable central idea, yet it may not be sustained or developed.  There
is an attempt at organization although ideas may not be well connected or developed; vocabu-
lary may be limited or inappropriate to the task; sentence structure may be somewhat simple.
Surface feature errors may make understanding difficult.

1 The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or be too limited in length to
demonstrate proficiency.  There may be little direction or organization but, nevertheless, an
ability to get important words on paper is demonstrated.  Vocabulary and sentence structure
may be simple.  Minimal control of surface features (such as spelling, grammar/usage, capitali-
zation, punctuation, and/or indenting) may severely interfere with understanding.

Not ratable if:

off-task

illegible

written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Begin writing on this page.
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